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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 



RECEIVED 

Arlington, VA 22313-1450 M AR 1 5 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT GROUP 3600 

Sir: 



Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this amendment. 
Remarks begin on page 3 of this amendment. 
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In response to the Election Requirement dated December 5, 2003, Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration. 

Applicants do not concede that the election requirement is proper, as many of the 
pending method claims can not properly be "read on" any of the figures upon which the 
requirement is based. However, solely for the purposed of expediting the patent application 
process, Applicants elect Species VI, based on Figures 9-10. 

The Office Action requests that Applicants list all claims readable on the elected 
species. Solely in the interests of expediting prosecution, Applicants believe that the following 
claims appear to form a group commensurate with the elected species for search and examination 
purposes only: 55-58, 60-63, 65-72, 76-79, and 96-102. Claims other than those listed here may 
also be relevant to the elected species in certain cases. 
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ArtUnit: 3653 



This election is made with traverse. The traversal is made on the grounds that is it 
believed that a single search and examination covering all claims would not place an undue 
burden on the Examiner. 
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